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VILLAGE OF ALSIP 1 

MINUTES OF 2 

BOARD OF TRUSTEES  3 

COMMITTEE MEETING 4 

November 28, 2011 5 

 6 

Mayor Kitching called the meeting to order at 7:30 p.m. Clerk Venhuizen called the roll with the 7 

following in attendance: Trustees Shapiro, Daddona, Quinn, Dalzell, Ryan, and Mayor Kitching. 8 

Trustee McGreal absent.   9 

 10 

PRESENTATION: Mayor Kitching introduced Dan Lombard, The Lombard Company, 11 

representing the Alsip Industrial Association. Mr. Lombard explained the Alsip Industrial 12 

Association and Alsip Chamber of Commerce are requesting the Mayor’s office and the Village 13 

Board consider enactment of a local business preference ordinance. As part of the packet 14 

presented to the Board, there are samples of local vendor purchasing policies from Village of 15 

Tinley Park, Cook County and Village of Orland Park. If the Village decided to proceed with the 16 

ordinance, decisions would have to be made on what percentage preference on purchasing, dollar 17 

cap, if applied to all purchasing or case by case basis, (shall or may basis).  18 

 19 

Mary Schmidt, Alsip Chamber of Commerce, reported the request is for the Village to award 20 

contracts to local purchasers who may be higher than some of the other bids. Giving preference 21 

to local vendors, even if it means spending a little more, can actually benefit Alsip’s finances. 22 

Dollars spent locally generate additional economic activity even beyond the value of the 23 

contract. A quick recap of Village bids awarded in Alsip in 2011 comes to well over five million 24 

dollars in projects and equipment. While some of those bids may not have a local provider, it is 25 

eye opening to see the potential the Village has to stimulate their own economy. Not included in 26 

these numbers are other operating expenses, supplies, equipment and services that the Village 27 

needs, which might be available locally. Mary Schmidt suggested that all bid opportunities and 28 

RFP’s be posted on the Village web site, to advise local businesses about projects they might be 29 

qualified to bid. Included in Board packets are home pages of the web sites for Oak Lawn and 30 

Tinley Park, showing how they list bids and RFP’s on their site. In summary, our purpose for 31 

being here today is to ask the Village to lead the way in “shopping locally,” setting a pro local 32 

business example for other taxing bodies, residents, and local businesses to do the same. 33 

 34 

Mayor Kitching requested the Board review the materials for discussion at the December 12, 35 

2011 Committee meeting. 36 

 37 

MAYOR’S REPORT:  Mayor Kitching thanked the Girl Scouts for making decorations for the 38 

Village’s Christmas tree, and performing at the Annual Tree Lighting Ceremony, and offered 39 

congratulations for the Girl Scout’s 100
th

  Year Anniversary.   40 

 41 

CLERK’S REPORT: Clerk Venhuizen presented: a) Request for approval to close the Village 42 

Hall on Saturday, December 31, 2011, to allow the two clerks that would work Saturday to have a 43 

3 day holiday for the New Year.    44 

 45 

PUBLIC FORUM:  Mayor Kitching called for input from the public; there was none.   46 

 47 

FINANCE REPORT:  Trustee Quinn presented: a) Request for approval of an amendment to the 48 

Finance Director Employment Agreement to reduce the Finance Director’s salary for the May 1, 49 

2011 to April 30, 2012 fiscal year. Trustee Quinn thanked Mr. Palumbo for agreeing to take the 50 

same pay raise that all the non union employees, which is less than his contract. b) Request for 51 

approval of a 6b Eligibility Application for Accord Carton, 6155 W. 115
th

 Street.  52 

Trustee Quinn requested all background information on file with the Village concerning the 53 

potential developer of Clock Tower; such as, resume, projects completed, financial information 54 

and any other information that would be beneficial to the Board for review. Greg Palumbo will 55 

provide available information to the Board. c) There will be a Finance Committee of the Whole 56 

meeting on Wednesday, November 30, 2011 at 7:00 p.m.     57 

 58 

FIRE DEPARTMENT REPORT:  Trustee Dalzell presented: a) Request for approval to sell 10 59 

of the old Survivair SCBA air pack units to Braceville FPD. Deputy Chief Styczynski explained 60 

the request is for authorization to sell 10 old SCBA air pack units (including the face piece and 61 

two cylinders) to Braceville FPD at a cost of $200 per unit. Braceville has already obtained 62 

approval from their board to purchase the air packs at a total cost of $2,000. The equipment will 63 

be sold “as is” with no warranties or further obligations on our part. 64 

 65 
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Deputy Chief Styczynski further explained the old Survivair units are over 13 years old 69 

(purchased in 1998) and only two years of shelf life remain on the air cylinders, resulting in 70 

limited offers to purchase. Dalmatian Fire Equipment expressed interest in buying our remaining 71 

SCBA units and spare bottles. b) Update regarding the new engine. Deputy Chief Styczynski 72 

updated the Board on the committee’s work and recommendations for moving forward in the 73 

process of purchasing a new engine. Following committee review and study of different 74 

manufacturers that included Pierce, and Rosenbauer, and taking into consideration the Village’s 75 

current fleet of Seagraves (except 1986 engine), the committee recommends the purchase of a 76 

Seagrave engine. Additional reasons for staying with Seagrave include; dependable equipment 77 

proven by minimal need for service; local service in University Park with pickup and drop off 78 

service; equipment standardization; stainless steel structure. The committee recommends roll up 79 

doors as a cost saving measure providing revenues for additional upgrades such as 2,000 gpm 80 

and increased foam versatility.  81 

 82 

Financing: The estimated preliminary cost is $470,000 with $100,000 budgeted for the next five 83 

years, starting with the next fiscal year. Financing will be arranged with the Finance Director.  In 84 

order to proceed, the committee needs Board approval for the purchase and passage of an 85 

ordinance making the purchase vendor specific and granting authority to bypass the bid process.  86 

Delivery is 280 days after placing the order. If ordered prior to the end of this year, the 87 

equipment would not be delivered until October of 2012. Discussion was held on the current 88 

inventory of engines. Trustee Ryan asked about the cost of the competitive trucks? Deputy Chief 89 

Styczynski responded that less costs provide less quality especially in the engines, and Seagrave 90 

equipment lasts for about 20-25 years.  Deputy Chief Stycznski will provide competitive costs 91 

for this purchase. Trustee Quinn reported that in 1999, before the Board decided to purchase 92 

Seagrave, a great deal of time was spent justifying the expenditure of Seagrave vs. the other 93 

companies. Chief Geraci reported that when comparing prices from other companies you are not 94 

always comparing apples to apples and many times games are played making it difficult to make 95 

a fair comparison, resulting in the loss of a great deal of time. Trustee Dalzell reported this 96 

purchase will be discussed at the Finance Committee of the Whole meeting on Wednesday.  97 

b) November monthly report based on the National Fire Incident Reporting System (NFIRS) 98 

data.      99 

 100 

POLICE DEPARTMENT: Trustee Daddona presented: a) Request for approval of the Garcia 101 

timesheets. b) Report that Crossing Guard Appreciation Week is the first week in December. 102 

Honorable mentions go to all Crossing Guards, particularly Carol Chancey for over 22 years of 103 

service; Evelyn Fertwagner for over 46 years of service; Robert Long, 2 years of service; Walter 104 

Danczak over 6 years of service; Margaret Neuhaus for over 16 years and Elizabeth Starzyk in 105 

her first year.          106 

 107 

PUBLIC WORKS DEPARTMENT REPORT: No report.     108 

   109 

BUILDING DEPARTMENT REPORT: Trustee Shapiro presented: a) Action Item: Motion by 110 

Trustee Shapiro to approve the request from Shepard High School for permission to place yard 111 

signs throughout the Village to advertise the annual craft show on December 3
rd

; seconded by 112 

Trustee Dalzell. Roll #1: Voting “aye”: Trustees: Shapiro, Daddona, Quinn, Dalzell and Ryan. 113 

Motion carried.  b) Request for approval of a variance for a 10’x20’ shed for the residence at 114 

11936 Lavergne Avenue.   115 

 116 

HEALTH & POLLUTION: No report.  117 

 118 

SEWER & WATER:  Trustee Ryan presented: a) Temporary template for information necessary 119 

for pricing and invoicing for subcontracting by the Water Department for renovation and repair 120 

work will be discussed at Wednesday’s meeting.  121 

 122 

LICENSE REPORT: Trustee Quinn presented: a) Request for approval of a list of licenses dated 123 

November 28, 2011.        124 

 125 

PLANNING/ZONING REPORT:  No report.    126 

 127 

REPORTS OF SPECIAL COMMITTEES 128 

 129 

 130 
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 133 

VILLAGE PROPERTY: Trustee Ryan presented: a) Report a Committee meeting is scheduled 134 

for Monday, December 5, 2011 at 6:30 p.m. to determine a recommendation for approval/award 135 

of contract for the purchase of a Ford F-350 pickup truck.            136 

 137 

INSURANCE COMMITTEE:  No report.                 138 

 139 

ORDINANCE & LEGISLATION: Trustee Dalzell presented: a) An Ordinance Amending 140 

Ordinance Number 2011-11-2 Establishing Compensation and Rate of Pay for Non-Union 141 

Employees and Appointed Officers of the Village of Alsip, Cook County, Illinois. The 142 

amendment is for the Secretary of the Chief of Police.  143 

 144 

IT REPORT: No report.    145 

BOAT LAUNCH:  No report.  146 

 147 

PRESENTATIONS, PETITIONS, COMMUNICATIONS 148 

 149 

Trustee Ryan thanked Vince Cullen and the Public Works Department for installation of the 150 

streetlights on Nuella – great job. 151 

 152 

UNFINISHED BUSINESS: Trustee Ryan requested the Ford F-350 Pickup Truck be placed on 153 

the December 5, 2011 Agenda for approval.   154 

 155 

NEW BUSINESS: None.  156 

 157 

ADJOURNMENT:  Motion by Trustee Daddona to adjourn; seconded by Trustee Shapiro. All in 158 

favor; none opposed. Motion carried. 159 

 160 

                                     Respectfully submitted, 161 

 162 

 163 

   _______________________________ 164 

   Deborah Venhuizen 165 

   Village Clerk, Alsip, Illinois 166 

 167 


